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Training

on
PESA Act

With an aim to identify training needs of of ficials
and public representatives on ‘PESA’ guidelines of
Panchayatraj Act which was extended to Scheduled Ar-
eas, APARD and NIRD held a one-day workshop at In-
tegrated Tribal Development Authority (ITDA),
Rampachodavaram. As representatives of 120 gram
panchayats in 7 mandals of agency area, 28 Serpanches,
3 Mandal parishad presidents, 12 MPTC members and 11
officials participated in the workshop.

Sri Steven Neil, Faculty member, APARD who coor -
dinated the programme outlined briefly the circumstances
that led to formulation of PESAAct, 1996 and the slew of
measures taken by Andhra Pradesh government for im-
planting the act. Sri Ronald Rad, IAS, Project Director ,
ITDA inaugurated the workshop.

Speaking on the occasion, he said PESA act would
provide more empowerment to Panchayatraj institutions
in tribal areas and with the special powers given to gram
sabhas, it becomes an effective tool for panchayats to
strive for tribal welfare. He said Public representatives
could excel if they have clear understanding of guidelines
of Panchayatraj Act.

Sri K.V.V. Satyanarayana Reddy, local MLA who took
part in the workshop said the public representatives who
attended the programme should suggest APARD and
NIRD about what type of training they needed most. Lo-
cal Parliament Member, Smt T Ratna Bai who attended
the workshop as one of the chief guests said the central
government, while recognising culture and heritage in tribal
areas, has enacted PESA Act. Stating that it is a boon to
scheduled areas, she said that is a good development that
the state government has recently issued guidelines on
PESA Act in line with Andhra Pradesh Panchayatraj Act.
Sri Trinadha Rao, legal expert explained the salient fea-
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ture in G.O No. 66 which was issued by the government
in accordance with Andhra Panchayatraj Act.

Prof. Annamalai and S teven Neil who conducted the
programme divided the participants into three groups and
discussed on

1. What type of capabilities is needed for implemen-
tation of PESA Act.

2. What type of responsibilities has to be carried out
by public representatives and officials in connec-
tion with PESA Act.

3. The duration of training programme and other is-
sues.

Subjects related to imparting knowledge, skills and at-
titudes are identified through discussions. On the whole,
the one-day workshop at Rampachodavaram has enabled
the participants to have an idea of training module that
has to be prepared on PESA  Act guidelines. Sri N.
madhusudan, Principal, Extension training Centre,
Samalkote, faculty member Sri Ravi Sankar and Sri P.V.V
Satyanarayan, District training Manager attended the
programme. |




Cheeded Farmers to adopt
Zero Budget Natural Farming

In a move to encourage the farmers to
practice sustainable agriculture practices,
APARD had or ganized an awareness camp
on Zero Budget Based Natural Farming in
Cheeded Village on 15th April 201 1. Sri
Ravishankar, a noted practitioner of Zero
Based Natural Farming had conducted the
awareness camp for the farmers of Cheeded
Village.

Sri Ravi Shankar along with his team
members has visited the CheededVillage and
interacted with the local farmers. Sri
Ravishankar has explained about the Zero
Budget Based Natural Farming and shared
his experiences with the local farmers.

According to Sri Ravi Shankar Zero Bud- [
get Based Natural Farming is a unique |
method of farming which requires absolutely |
no monetary investment for purchase of key =
inputs like seeds, fertilisers and plant protec- |-
tion chemicals from the market. The farmer
can grow local varieties of crops without
application of fertilisers and pesticide, he
added. It is cost effective, reduces depen-
dence on hired labor and does not need ini-
tial seed money, he stated.

Further he stated “all that is required is a
native breed of cattle which, in any case
forms an integral part of farming families in
rural areas”. One cow is sufficient to take
up this method of farming on 30 Acres of
land, he said.

Sri Ravi Shankar has explaned the prepa-
ration of various natural extracts like
Becjamrutham, Jeevamrutham, Ghana
Jeevamrutham which help as natural pest
controls and maximizes the yield. He also ex
plained the method of muching, mixed crop-
ping to get maximum productivity from the
land available. With the inspiration given by
Sri Ravi Shankar, the Bharat Nirman Volunteers have re- The BNVs are gearing up to attend for a more intensive
solved to bring 50 acres of barren land available in the training on this method of cultivation and APARD is fa-
village under this Zero Budget Based Natural Farming. cilitating this too. |
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he National Panchayati Raj Divas was observed
with a call from the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh
to act collectively in bringing decentralisation of self gov-
ernance at the grass root level. He said though the con-
cept of Self Government has now constitutional and legal
recognition but still we have to go a long way . Dr.
Manmohan Singh was addressing the Sarpanch and Vil-
lage Pradhans came from across the country at a func-
tion organised to mark the enactment of the Constitution
(73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 from 24thApril, 1993 which
institutionalized Panchayati Raj through theVillage, Inter-
mediate and Distri ct levels Panchayats.

Dr. Manmohan Singh expressed gratitude to the whole
hearted efforts of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in setup
through about 600 District Panchayats, 6000 intermediate
Panchayats and 2, empowering Panchayats and said the
impact of the 73rd Amendment on the administration of
the country is very much visible and was his endeavour
that today nearly 28 lakh people have a formal place in
our democratic 30,000 Gram Panchayats.

The Prime Minister said Panchayats have a definitive
role in preparing village level schemes on the basis of lo-
cal needs and requirement. Panchayats also play an im-
portant role in the implementationof Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guarantee Programe and the
Indira Aawas Yozana. He said decentralized and perspec-
tive Planning is a pre requisite in the Backward Regions
Grant Fund Scheme. This emanates from village level so
as to cater the local needs. He said the government is
considering on the means of capacity building of
Panchayats so that they could deliver in a more effective
and efficient way.

Speaking on the occasion the NAC Chairperson Smt.
Sonia Gandhi stressed upon the need to strengthen the
Panchayati Raj institutions and called for Gram Sabha
meetings regularly with a fair representation of women
participants. She also called for utmost transparency and
accountability in the working of Panchayats.

On this occasion the Panchayat Empowerment & Ac-
countability Incentive Scheme (PEAIS) Awards for 2010-
11 2011 were also given to the Government of Kerala,
Karnataka, Sikkim, West Bengal, Rajasthan, Maharashtra
and Haryana by the Prrime Minister and the NAC Chair-
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person jointly.

Earlier welcoming the Prime Minister and the NAC
Chairperson the Union Panchayati Raj and Rural Devel-
opment Minister Shri Vilasrao Deshmukh said strength -
ening of Gram Sabha is a priority for his ministry as other-
wise , the people of this country will be deprived of their
legitimate rights.

Paying tribute to the efforts of Rajiv Gandhi in em-
powering the Panchayats the minister called for pooling in
joint efforts.

Shri Deshmukh said for recognizing and encouraging
the Panchayats for outstanding performance through ef-
fective Gram Sabhas, his Ministry has instituted “Rashtriya
Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar”. He congratulated the
Gram Sabhas and Gram P anchayats who have received
this award. He said the Award money will be utilized by
the Panchayats at its discretion.

Shri A.N.P.Sinha, Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati
Raj while giving his vote of thanks said the most important
aspect of self-governance is devolution of Functions, Funds
and Functionaries to the Panchayats. It is necessary for
the states to expedite devolution of 3 Fs. The Union Gov-
ernment also has a critical role in the devolution of 3Fs
because it makes increasingly large fiscal transfers to the
States in the functional domain of the PRIs, mainly through
CSSs and ACAs. He urged the Prime Minister to give a
major role in the 12th Plan to the Panchayats in planning
and implementation of all Central & State Schemes.

A Roadmap for the Panchayati Raj (2011-16) : An All
India Perspective with focus on Gram Sabha” has been
released by Hon. Prime Minster and this document charts
future path of decentralization agenda for the Panchayat
bodies in India for 2011-2016 that would set out strategies
and action plan to accomplish the desired goal. It is ex-
pected that this roadmap will lead strengthening of
Panchayati Raj Institutions; real devolution of power;
proper functioning of Panchayats; and establishment of
efficient and accountable Panchayats. Sri K. Jana Reddy;
Hon. Minister for Panchayat Raj and Rural Water Supply
along with State PR Officials and 60 Elected Representa-
tives from Andhra Pradesh have participated in this con-
ference and shared their views on road map.




Secretary, Rural Development,

Government of India,

“T . .

he social awareness that dawned on the villag-
ers of Cheeded that people’ s participation is a must for
comprehensive development of rural areas stands as a
role-model to the entire country”, said sri B.K. sinha, Sec-
retary, Union ministry of Rural Development.

Sri B.K. Sinha, Secretary , Union ministry of Rural
Development, Sri Niten Chandra, Joint Secretary , Sri
Reddy Subramanyam, Principle Secretary Ministry of Ru-
ral Development, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Sri K
Chandra Mouli, IAS, Commissioner, APARD and several
other higher officials visited Cheeded village on 14.4.201.

Speaking on the occasion Sri B.K. Sinha said “Lab to
Land programme” is being implementd in this village su-
perbly. He said the motivation given by APARD through
this programme had led to blossoming of social conscious-
ness among the villagers and this consciousness is very
important for village development. He enquired about how
prohibition is being enforced in the village. Stating that
prohibition is a very good decision that can be emulated
by other villages as it leads to development of a person,
the Union secretary commended the villagers for taking
such a noble decision. He congratulated Sarpanch Smt
Anasuya and members of several village committees. He
introduced Joint Secretary Sri Nitesh Chandra who for-
mulated “lab to land programme” to members.

Sri B.K. Sinha said he was really amazed with the
results of “Lab to Land programme” in Cheeded village
and he never expected these results while formulating this
programme. He said this is the reason why he is doing
night halt in the village as he wants to explore further about
the changes that were ushered in by this programme and
learn a few lessons from the results. On the occasion Sri
Sinha discussed with the members of prohibition commit-
tee, drinking water and sanitation committee, health care
committee, agricultural committee, livestock committee,
forest conservation, employees committee and other com-
mittees and enquired about their activities. He discussed
with the delegates of all political parties. He expressed
satisfaction with the way the village is being developed
above politics. Sri Sinha said itis a g ood trend that all
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political parties are supporting development agenda.

Sri Sinha asked the farmers about the sustainable cul-
tivation methods being practised by them in the village.
NPM activist inform ed him that NPM activities are un-
derway in 25 villages in the mandal. Sinha enquired about
these activities in detail. The farmers informed him that
45 farmers are irrigating their lands through this NPM
method and it is found highly profitable. The farmers told
him that they are following certain uncompromising prin-
ciples in this method and there is no need to use any type
of pesticides in this method.

Later, Sri Sinha visited Nutrition Centre being run by
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Society for Elimination of Rural Po verty (SERP) and
evinced keen interest to know its activities. He met women
self-help groups in the village and asked about the activi-
ties taken up by them to achieve financial independence.
He also enquired about the activities of Gramaikya
Sangham. He observed how village committees as small
groups have been managing financial transactions. On the
occasion gramaikya sangham informed hi m that out of
total 22 self-help groups in the village, 19 groups are per-
forming well and the performance of remaining three
groups derailed and efforts are on to bring them on the
track.
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Sri Sinha also showed interest to know about the imple-
mentation of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Programme in the village and discussed
with the ‘Shrma sakthi’ groups about how NREGP works
are being taken up. On the occasion, Sri Reddy
Subramanyam, Priniciple Secretary, Rural Development,
Government of Andhra Pradesh said the works to be taken
up under this programme in coming three to four years
are already identified and allotted toShram Sakthi groups.
He said the attendance of labourers is being recorded in
E-M.M.S system and E-check measurement system, e-
fund transfer systems are being practised to ensure that
payments are made in stipulated time.

Sri K Chandra Mouli, Commissioner, APARD on the
occasion explained the efforts made by APARD for imple-
mentation of “Lab to Land” programme. He said Cheeded
village came into light today due to hard work, persever-
ance and strong commitment of local villagers. The suc-
cessful results in this village are an outcome of APARD’s
‘Lab to Land’ committee’s visit to Cheeded every Friday
to guide the villagers about the programme. Sri H Kurma
rao made a power point presentation on the change and
awareness that came in the lives o f Cheeded villagers
due to Lab to Land programme.

Later Sri BK Sinha, Sri Niten Chandra, Sri K Chandra
Mouli spent the night in the village. If the visit of these
higher officials to the village was beyond the imagination
of local people here, they were more surprised and their
joy knew no bounds with their ni ght halt here. The offi-
cials woke up at SAM in the early morning and visited the
field of one farmer, called Gandaiah at Nomula village in
Manchala mandal and enquired about the sustainable cul-
tivation methods being practised by him.

District DRDA, DWAMA Project Directos, Tahasildar,
MPDO and of ficials of agriculture, animal husbandry ,
medical, irrigation and other departments took part in the
programme. APARD faculty members - Prof.
Suryanarayana Reddy, Dr. Srinivas, Santhi Kumar , Sri
Lakshmi, Sripathi Rao, Subhash Chandra Goud and oth-
ers coordinated the programme. [ |
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possible for youth ifthey sincerely put in efforts and com-

A three-day training programme was organised for
216 Bharat Nirman volunteers from 18 panchayats in
Manchal mandal from 7th to 9th at APARD. These
mandals were chosen on pilot basis under “Labto Land —
Key Cap” experiment. During this three-day training
programme, awareness was created among volunteers on
various aspects of rural development schemes under the
aegis of Sri Kurma Rao, Head, and CNRM Centre.

Participating in the programme, Sri K Chandramouli,
Commissioner, APARD, recalled how the youngsters dur-
ing freedom movement sacrificed their lives for achieving
independence to the country and called upon the youth to
play a key role in national developement. He enthused the
youth to take up another movement to eradicate existing
evils from rural areas and sensitise people about them.

Participating in the programme, Vandemathram Foun-
dation member Sri Ravindra emphasised the need for
bringing awakening among rural people by Bharat Nirman
volunteers. He said people are being exploited due to their
lack of awareness and the youth should come forward to
save people from this exploitation. He said nothing is im-
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mended the volunteers for coming forward to serve rural
areas with devotion towards nation sans vested interests.
He said every youngster has to learn a lot from lives and
self-less sacrifices of Sardar Bhagat singh, Netaji Subhash
Chandrabose and Sukha Dev. “Those who sacrifice their
lives will remain as great people and others as ordinary
people in the annals of history . The jawans who stay far
away from their families have been doing yeomen ser-
vices to the nation by fighting against enemies along the
country’s frontiers. They lay down their lives with their
valiant and heroic deeds in chasing away enemies. Our
service to rural areas is very little when compared with
the sacrifices of soldiers. However, we get re cognition
from people if we serve them sincerely. Bharat Nirman
volunteers should recognise that serving t he unknown
people falls under service and the same is termed as re-
sponsibility when we do it for people known to us”, sri
Ravindra said.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Sudarshanacharya,
Resource person, Lead India Foundation said 75 per cent
of country’s population is set to constitute only youth by
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2020 and country’ s development will not be on the ex-
pected lines if youth do not become partners in national
construction by imbibing good conduct. In the process of
national reconstruction, Bharat Nirman volunteers should
create awareness among public through various methods.
He motivated the volunteers to rededicate themselves to
public service with disciple and commit ment. He asked
them to inculcate amo ng themselves the three qualities -
knowledge, skills and attitude which are important for a
person’s development. It is nothing but inevitable for the
youth to gear up if poverty, illiteracy, unemployment and
other problems have to be solved in India by 2020. Prof

Sudarshanacharya called upon the volunteers to develop
the nation by developing themselves first. He opined that
the youth should take responsibility if villages are to be
developed.

Vandemathram foundation members Madhava,
freelance reporter Ramesh were among trainers who took
part in the programme and imparted training to Bharat
Nirman volunteers on various aspects. Speaking on the
occasion, APARD commissioner Sri K Chandramouli said
training would be imparted to Bharat Nirman volunteers
on personality development and communication skills very
soon with an aim to encourage them in their work. |




APARD ORGNISES EXPOSURE VISIT

Cheeded farmers
Visit Nomula Village

About 30 villagers from Cheeded village visited the =~ With this method, two kilos of seeds are enough for every
fields of farmers Gandaiah and Narasamma who chose acre. On the other hand, 25 to 30 kilos are required per
Sri Vari cultivation that calls for no capital coupled with  acre in traditional method of cultivation. After the paddy
less expenses and physical labour sans fertilisers and nurseries grew up, the veeder is turned in all four directions
pesticides. On the occasion, Gandaiah explained to farmers — north, south, east and west and weed pants are removed.
about Sri Vari cultivation. After ploughing the land and  These weed plants are mixed in soil to make them compost

using ‘marker’, a seed is sown for every 20 cms in arow. fertilisers which in turn provide lot of strength to soil. The
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bacteria which make compost fertilisers turn
the soil very loose so that the plants get

sufficient air. This veeder is required to be
used once every 15 days and atleast three :
times in the total crop period. The livestock 3

dung has to be collected in a pot and
livestock urine has to be mixed with it once |
every four or five days in SriVari cultivation.
This water should be kept at the water flow
point and from there it spreads across the
entire field with water and turns into a good &
nature-based fertiliser. There is no need to
stock water for this method. Very little
water can be used at a later stage.
Gandaiah said he was able to get a yield of
30 to 40 bags of paddy per acre through Sri
vari cultivation without any investment and
by using natural fertlisers and little quantity |
of water. This type of cultivation has
impacted the farmers of Cheeded a lot. = \ g R i
They have also decided to takeup Sri Vari | = By U eS| () Sl
cultivation. ‘ ; 3 5 4 : it

Woman farmer Narasama explained
about sustainable agricultural methods. She |
is able to raise 7 types of crops at a time in |
her 37 sft. of land through 36-model N.IM '
(sustainable agriculture). The crop variety
included root-based vegetables, legumes
such as soya and cabbage, fruit plants, and
multi-annual crops such as red gram. With
an income of Rs 1,000 per Square feet, she
said she has been able to get an income of
Rs 36,000 per annum for the last three
years. This type of cultivation that enables
to earn good income with low expenditure

has impacted Chidedu farmers a lot.

The above cultivation methods attracted
the farmers. The Cheeded farmers said
they would follow Sri Vari cultivation and
achieve higher yield with zero budget, less
number of labourers and without using any '
fertilisers or pesticides but only naturally
available fertilisers. |
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PARD is ramifying its act ivities to empower the
rural community at large, and in near future it is going to
undertake a mass campaign for rural road safety, said Sri
Chandramouli, Commissioner APARD. APARD had or -
ganized a one day workshop on road safety on 13th April
2011 with select of ficers from Transport Department.

The objectives of the workshop include 1) identifica-
tion of the training needs of officers of Transport Depart-
ment, ii) content identification, iii) finalisation of duration
of the course, iv) identification of the trainers, v)Preparation
of a Road map for conduct of Training programmes.

While addressing the participants of the workshop, Sri
Chandramouli had welcomed the initiative taken bylrans-
port Department to sensitize of ficials about road safety ,
and termed it as a progressive step towards implementa-
tion of UN declaration about Decadal Action for Road
Safety (2011-20).

Sri.L.Premachandra Reddy, IAS, Commissioner, Trans-
port Department, while inaugurating the workshop, gave
a brief account of various components of Road Safety

-~

Ly

and importance of training to the officers of transport de-
partment at all levels.

Sri. T.Krishna Prasad, IG, Road Safety explained the
concept of Road Safety in the present context covering
wide range of issues. He gave details of proposal made
for Road Safety in Andhra Pradesh.

Sri.A.Nageswara Rao, Rtd Executive Director ,
APSRTC addressed the participants and mentioned about
road design, vehicle control and decision making skills in
road safety. The participants present in the workshop sug-
gested various issues that need to be included in the
trainings on road safety.

The participants were divided in to two groups and
discussed at length and identified the content to be in-
cluded in the course module. The identified content in-
cludes Provisions related to Motor Vehicle Act and Tech-
nical Skills of the officers, administrative issues, taxation,
and computers skills. Around 20 participants from Trans-
port department, experts on Road Safety participated in
the workshop.

Printed & Published by: K. Chandra Mouli, Commissioner, on behalf of Andhra Pradesh Academy of Rural Development, Printed at Caxton Offset Pvt. Ltd., 11-5-416/3,

Red Hills, Hyderabad-4. A.P. Published at Andhra Pradesh Academy of Rural Development, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad-30, Rangareddi. Editor : K. Chandra Mouli
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